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How interesting that the readings for this Sunday could be seen to
have a connection with Australia Day, to be celebrated tomorrow,
amidst an environment of sadness and serious concern felt by the vast
majority of people in this country.

A major objective of Matthew in writing his Gospel was to portray
Jesus as the one foretold so often in the Old Testament as the
promised Messiah who would save His people. Note the link in the first
reading from the prophet Isaiah to the Gospel, by way of “the land of
Zebuluni and the land of Naphtali”. Both texts refer to the people there
who experienced a “great light”, which dissipated the darkness that
had overwhelmed them and in this way was a ray of hope.

The themes of light and hope permeate the responsorial Psalm.
“The Lord is my light and my salvation” and “Hope in Him, hold firm
and take heart”. Both of these prayers are well suited to the circum-
stances we face at this time.

After the murder of His cousin John, Jesus seeks refuge in
Capernaum, a town near the border between Zebuluni and Naphtali.
This was a strategy Jesus used when things were getting pretty tense
— he slipped away to a safer place. Actually, this was the start of
Jesus’ mission — His goal of revealing the reality of the Kingdom of
God to the Jews and to convince them that He was the Messiah
because there was so much in the Scriptures that foretold His coming.

The Gospel reading today has a short version (Mt 4: 12-17) and a
longer one (Mt 4: 12-23}. The first half presents Jesus as starting out
on His mission and the second part sees Him getting on with the job
and inviting two sets of brothers to join Him in His work — Peter and his
brother Andrew, and the two ambitious brothers, James and John.
A team of five at that point, swelling to thirteen later on.

The second reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians
speaks about how the Christians in Corinth were disagreeing among
themselves as to whether they should follow Apollo, Paul, Peter, or
Christ. Paul makes the point that different opinions should not lead to
community division but should lead to deeper respect for each other
and for alternative viewpoints. Isn’t this what synodality is all about?

So here we are — the day before Australia Day, a day which in recent
years has reflected the divisions in our society and which, since Bondi,
has accentuated such divisions. Could our prayer today be that, by the
end of Australia Day, hope will be strengthened in our society and light
will have dissipated quite a bit of the darkness.

Pat Condon
Faith Matters

We, the parishioners of the Catholic Parishes of Grovely-Samford and Mitchelton,
acknowledge the Turrbal People who are the Traditional Custodians of this land.
We pay respect to the Elders past, present, and emerging, and extend that respect to other
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People present.
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LITURGY TIMES

GROVELY

26th January-31st January
Grovely St William’s

Wednesday: 7:30pm Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Thursday: 9:00am Mass

Next Weekend Masses:

Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday: 7:00am Mass
9:00am Mass

5:00pm Mass

Mitchelton Our Lady of Dolours

Tuesday: 8:30am Mass
St Angela Merici
Sts Timothy & Titus

Wednesday: 8:30am Mass
St Thomas Aquinas

Next Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 9:30am Reconciliation
4:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10:00am Mass

Samford Sacred Heart

Thursday: 6:00pm Liturgy of the
Word & Holy Communion

Next Weekend:

Sunday: 8:00am Mass

EVERGREENS
Evergreens members will be sharing a
cuppa after 9.00am Mass on Sunday,
25th January in the Daley Centre.
We hope to see you there!

Christian Meditation Group

Christian Meditation resumes this
Tuesday 27th January. All are welcome
to join us at every Tuesday at 7.00pm in

the Church.

Enquires to Bob on 0428 813 483

Mothers Prayers

We invite you to delight in the vocation
of motherhood as we pray in surrender
to the Lord. We have you, your children,
and grandchildren covered in prayer.
Wednesday, 9.30am, Daley Centre.

St William's Church Shop is open!

We have a small
display about Eileen
O'Connor, the amazing
Australian young lady
who founded Our
Lady's Nurses For The LN
Poor (Brown Sisters). You can google
Eileen at, ourladysnurses.org.au.

Her cause for Sainthood is up to the stage
of Beatification. There needs to be
evidence of a miracle through the
intercession of Eileen O'Connor, for her to
be considered for the next stage.

The Sisters are asking us for prayers
for this to happen.

We have a spotlight on Eileen on a shelf in
the main glass cabinet. There is free
information about Eileen in various forms
which people are welcome to take.

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday 7.30-8.30pm
St William’s

Family Masses Date Claimer
Term 1

Liturgical Ministers

We are in URGENT need of volunteers to be part of this ministry. If you would like to
be a Reader, Commentator, or Eucharistic Minister at either Saturday or Sunday Mass
at St William's, please contact Sue Graham 0407 043 256
jagraham5@bigpond.net.au or the Parish Office,

ph 3336 9090 grovely@bne.catholic.net.au

MITCHELTON

SAMFORD

FUTURE CELEBRATIONS

Sunday, 9:00am, Commissioning
1st Feb Mass for School and RI
staff, St William’s Church

Friday, 9:00am Our Lady of Dolours
6th Feb: School 75 Years Mass
Our Lady of Dolours Church

Monday, 4:30pm Faith Vibes with
9th Feb: Fr. Nigel
Daley Centre

Thursday, 9:00am, St William’s School
12th Feb: Start of Year Mass
St William’s Church

Sunday, 9:00am, Family Mass
15th Feb St William’s Church

Reconciliation

Saturday, 9:30am -10:30am,
Our Lady of Dolours

All Welcome!

Samford Rosary Circle
The Samford Rosary Circle

When: Wednesday at 10am
Where: Sacred Heart Church, Samford.
Come and pray with us.

COMBINED COMMUNITIES

School's Backl

A very warm welcome back to all our
students and staff who will commence
Term 1 on Wednesday!

The 2026 Parish Calendar is
available from the Parish Office.

Please contact the Parish Office
ph,3355 3690 if you would like a copy.

This Week’s Readings:
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

The Parish Office will be closed
on Australia Day, 26th January.

Isaiah 8:23-9:3
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Matthew 4:12-17

Next Week’s Readings:
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Matthew 5:1-12

RI Teachers needed!
Is it on your heart to teach the awesome
love of God to children? RI Teachers are
needed to teach the children of our local
State Schools about the Lord.
All training and lesson planning is
provided.

Please email Dorothy at
dorothydent173@gmail.com

Teachers & Catechists
Commissioning Mass
Date: Sunday, 1st February, 9.00am
Place: St William’s Church

Welcome back to our teachers who are
starting back at school over the coming
weeks. We wish them a wonderful year
and a great Term 1!

Welcome back to our Catechists who will
start their journey with the state school
children in their charge. Our blessings
and prayers go with you.

This Mass will be followed by
a morning tea. Please bring a
plate to share.

Anointing and Communion Service

This service will take place on
Monday, 2nd February at
fj&OOpm at the Moonah Park
%/ Aged Care Centre, Blaker
Road, Mitchelton.
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Recently Departed: Dorothy Marsh,
John Kuhnert, Marian Jenatsch, Bob
Malcolm, and Tony Hooper

E@ We pray for the Sick

We pray for: Jane Fraser, Kathy
Malcolm, Lachlan Fitzsimmon, John
Tierney, Bernadette Tierney, and Anne
McKenna

Please note All requests to have a Mass offered for
someone, or newsletter requests for the name of
recently deceased family members, prayers for the
sick and anniversaries, need to be given to the
Parish Office in writing. Forms and Mass request
envelopes are available from the sacristy at all three
churches, or from the Parish Office. Completed
forms/envelopes can be given to the priest or
handed in at the office.

Pope’s Prayer Intention

For prayer with the Word of God: Let us
pray that praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of
hope in our communities, helping us to build a
more fraternal and missionary Church.

www.faith-matters-gsm.com.au

The Roman Curia is a bit like the public service in a country such as Australia.
Pope Francis made changes to the names of the various departments in the Vatican.
For example — a very important department is The Doctrine of the Faith. It is now
called The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith. All these Departments are now
called Dicasteries. This was part of Francis’s reformation of the Vatican during his time
as Pope.

On 4th November 2025 this Dicastery published Mater Populi Fidelis — translation is
The Mother of the Faithful People. This is a title, endorsed by the Vatican, given to
Mary, Mother of God. The Church has been looking at some titles that have been given
to Mary over the centuries and is somewhat wary of a few of them. Titles such as
Co-Redemptrix or Mediatrix of all Graces are thought to give Mary some power, like
being part of Jesus’ redemption of us, or that she in some way gives us ‘Grace’. This is
not so, of course. Only Jesus redeemed us and only He can distribute Grace to us.
Only He is the Mediator.

Mary is the intercessor — the one who, like at Cana, puts our case to Him and, just like
Cana, is able to have Him, as our Redeemer, give us Forgiveness and Grace. This
document was signed by Pope Leo XIV as being part of the Church’s thinking on this
matter. The Church thinks that the use of these two titles above should be avoided as
they can create confusion in the minds of the Faithful as to the unique role of Jesus in
our redemption and His distribution of Grace. Mary is our greatest intercessor with
God.

An article from the Vatican on this topic is on the Faith Matters website at the top of
Topical Articles on the home page. At the bottom of the article is a link to the actual
document published by the Dicastery and signed by the Pope. It is quite long but
perhaps you have the time to read some of it.

Pat Condon
Faith Matters

COMBINED COMMUNITIES

Celebrating

- { OurLady of Dolours celebrates 75 Years

We invite all past staff, students, and families The Celebration Will Include:
of Our Lady of Dolours School to join us fora , 14,r of the School

special celebration marking 75 Years of Living,
Loving, and Leaming in Christ:

Friday, 6th February 2026

9:00 am Mass at Our Lady of Dolours Church
followed by a celebration at the school

Bring along your memorabilia and
old photos and please pass on
details of this celebration to

your contacts.

RSVP by telephone or email (below) by Monday, 19th January 2026

QOur Lady of Dolours School
2 Willoocks Street
Mitchetton Qid 4053

Tel: 07 3355-7763
Emai: pmitchefton@bne catholic.edu.au
www.ourladyofdolours.gid.edu.au

753 75 Years

Let Us Live, Love, and Learw in Chaist

+ Moming Tea

+ Past Photos Presentation

+ Opportunities to Share Memories
+ School Choir Performance

+ Student Artwork Display

Faith Vibes with Fr. Nigel

You’re Invited!

Are you a youth or young adult (15-25) curious about the
Christian faith, or thinking about becoming Catholic? Join us for
an engaging study series where we explore what it means to
follow Christ and live as a Catholic today. This is a welcoming
space for questions, discussion, and discovering the beauty of
faith together. Whether you’re seeking answers, deepening your
understanding, or discerning the next step in your journey,
you’re most welcome!

When: 4.30-5.30pm, Mondays %._—‘\
from 9th February
Where: Daley Centre,
St William’s, 67 Dawson Parade, Keperra
Come and see —
your journey starts here!

Sacramental News

Are your children in Year 3 or above and need to receive their
Sacrament of Confirmation? Check out our website for full
details and enrolments at https://gsmparishes.com.au/
confirmation/

Our Confirmation program commences early March 2026.
With a heart of gladness we welcome you and your family!

Treble M a Mitchelton Community based choir needs new
members. If you love to sing we would love to hear from you.

Our treble voice (SSA) choir meets weekly on a Tuesday
between 12:30pm and 2:00pm at Our Lady of Dolours Church's
Community Centre adjacent to the Catholic Church in Suez
Street Mitchelton.

Please call or text: Christine on 0431 666 712 or
Judy 0408 559 328
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Monday 7:00pm Daley Centre SVDP Grovely
Tuesday 12:30pm  Gathering Space Treble M
7:00pm St William’s Christian Meditation
Wednesday 9:30am Daley Centre Mothers Prayers
10:00am Sacred Heart Samford Rosary Circle

Verse for Vinnies
25th January

It was twenty-fifteen when this Pete was
last seen

to perform at our poetry show.

He’s won heaps of awards so you can
be assured

there’ll be value you'll get for your
dough.

Entertainment he’s done for in Tamworth
he’s won

Golden Dampers three times okey-doke.
Now he can be a clown and his verse is
renowned

There in Woodford he wowed all the folk.
It's from Gosford he’ll come and I'll give
you the drum

just how lucky we are to get Pete,

and we hope you will go to this bush
poet’s show

for it's there that this champion you'll
meet.

And the fifteen bucks fee goes to
Vinnies, you see

so you're helping those people in strife.
So now please come along, join the
Bush Poets' throng,

and assist those who struggle with life.

Sunday, 25th January, 1.30pm
$15 - Only Cash.

St. William’s School Hall,
Dawson Parade, Grovely.

Your ticket includes Afternoon Tea.

Contact: Noel at noel@noelstallard.com
to book seats.

The Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time Year A highlights Jesus as the
light that leads people out of
darkness. The readings show how
God calls people to unity and invites
them to follow Jesus.

e Light in darkness: Isaiah speaks of
people walking in darkness who see a
great light. Jesus brings this light by
preaching and healing in Galilee.

e Call to unity: Paul urges the
Corinthians to be united and not
divided. Following Jesus means work-
ing together and not focusing on hu-
man leaders.

e Jesus calls disciples: Jesus calls
Simon, Andrew, James, and John to
follow Him. They leave everything
behind to be with Him.

e Repent and believe: Jesus begins
His preaching with a «call to
repentance. He invites people to
change their ways and trust in God.

e God’s plan unfolds: The prophecy in
Isaiah is  fulfilled in  Jesus.
His presence in Galilee shows that
God’s promises come true.

e Spreading the good news: Jesus
goes from town to town preaching and
healing. He shows that the message
of God'’s kingdom is for everyone.

God brings light, calls people to follow
Jesus, and asks for unity. The Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
reminds people to trust in God’s plan.

LAUDATO SI’ %

In this so-called “Ordinary Time” of the
Liturgical Calendar, we have extra-
ordinary events, human and climactic,
which we might well be counting in
‘ordinal’ numbers. Temperatures,
migrations of refugees, birds, fish, crabs
(200 million apparently on Christmas
Island) sharks. The Biblical writers were
very connected to the created world and
saw the hand of God, awe in all!
We have the prophet linking light,
shadow, darkness, sadness, joy, hard
work, rejoicing at harvest. We have
Jesus talking about the Kingdom of God
to fishermen comparing casting nets and
his mission of curing in times of
darkness and oppression like the arrest
of John. Laudato Si’ links health of the
earth, fisheries, forests, humans and the
pain of evolution, societal and ‘natural’.
“It is good for humanity and the world at
large when we Dbelievers better
recognise the ecological commitments
which stem from our
convictions” (LS64). Peruvian fishermen
hundreds of years ago noticed moving
ocean currents and the relationship to
the atmosphere and rain events around
Christmas time and named them, “The
Children of Christmas” (El Nifio and La
Niia de Navidad) https://
www.abc.net.au/news/2023-09-20/how-
does-el-nino-work/102396688.

Use the link above to tune
https://tripleygrovely.au

in for Meditation, Scripture,
Mass over the airways,
music that matters, and more!
Follow us on FB and Insta!

Invitation to an Anointing Mass
An invitation is extended to the people of the Archdiocese to attend the monthly

Anointing Mass at St.

Mary Magdalene's Church, 51 Cecil Road,

Bardon,

Friday, 6th February, at 7.30pm. Fr. William Aupito Luliano, PP St. Mary's Parish, South
Brisbane, will be the celebrant. The Sacrament of Anointing will be administered during
the Mass and further prayer ministry will be available after Mass.
For more information, contact Len Airey on 0421 977 849 or by email
to lenpatairey@gmail.com

Sponsored by CCR Bardon.

2025 GSM
Catholic

Parishes .x

Family
Retreat

STATEMENT

CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE
COMMISSION INVITES YOU TO

Brisbane launch of the Australian Catholic Bishops

Conference 2026 Social Justice Statement. Launched by ggm%%w
Archbishop Shane Mackinlay with a reflection from Trish for Vinnies
McMahon, State President for St Vincent de Paul Society.

| THE COST OF OUR LIVING: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

10FEB | 7PM | ST JAMES PARISH HALL

92 Kirkland Avenue Coorparoo (Off-street parking available)

: E Register
b » your seat or
;. connection

through this N@/
link. A

Hosted by the St James Catholic Parish Social Justice Group

(( LIVE

STREAM and the Brisbane Catholic Justice and Peace Commission
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