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“I will make
| you the light of
| the nations
so that my
salvation may
reach to the
ends of the
earth.”

New Year promises or resolutions are common. Commonly broken and often
thrown away! But what of the promise we as Christians are asked to live
every day. Our scripture of last Sunday and today is the shell that holds the
Christian’s life promise. If we break it, the very love that drives us to try to live
it welcomes us back to try again. You, by your presence at Eucharist this
weekend, know the shell and what it holds — our Baptism.

Last weekend John the Baptist baptised Jesus in the Jordan, and the Spirit of
God came upon Jesus like a dove and John, through his insightful hearing
and seeing, knew that Jesus was the Son of God — the Beloved. Today John
the Baptist says, full of conviction, “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world!” At every eucharist we proclaim these words. Jesus, the
Lamb of God, through his life, his love, and his sacrifice, continues to come,
to heal, and to save. We enter into communion with him —the Lamb of God —
and thus we take hold of our baptism, our promise to follow. To be a light of
justice, of hope, and of Christ-like humility, generosity, and sharing.

A light to the nations!

Today lIsaiah’s call is “He must be a light to the nations”. How desperately is
this needed in all nations of our world.

In the Baptism Ritual a candle, lit from the Paschal Candle (the Christ/Easter
Candle) is presented to the newly baptised: “Receive the Light of Christ. This
light is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly.” We, as small as we may
feel in our world, are to be Light to the nations. We are called to make a
difference in this world that at times seems to be darkening with fear, anger,
power, prejudice, and selfishness.

Last week, overwhelmed by the world news, an elderly woman said, “Pray,
Jan - pray for our world”. Holding her in my arms of my heart | said, “Yes, /
will’. Yet, together with our prayer, we must be the light to brighten the hope
in those around us. For most of us our neighbourhood is our world. We are to
be witnesses of light each day. Some days we do not shine so brightly, yet we
remind ourselves that sharing the light of hope may just help another not to let
the darkness overcome them.

Entrusted with the Light of God, we are fed with the Lamb of God’s broken
body and blood poured out. Each day, we renew the promise of Baptism and
we are prepared, as St. Paul says today, “(fo) take our place among all the
saints everywhere”. And, encouragingly, St. Elizabeth of the Trinity (Carmelite
1880-1906) wrote: “Let us make our faith a living thing, so as to remain in
communion with him through everything. That is how saints are made”.

Keep the Light of Christ burning brightly.
Jan Whiteway

We, the parishioners of the Catholic Parishes of Grovely-Samford and Mitchelton,
acknowledge the Turrbal People who are the Traditional Custodians of this land.
We pay respect to the Elders past, present, and emerging, and extend that respect to other
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People present.
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LITURGY TIMES

GROVELY

19th January-24th January
Grovely St William’s

Wednesday: 7:00pm Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Thursday: 9:00am Mass
St Vincent

Next Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday: 7:00am Mass
9:00am Mass

5:00pm Mass

Mitchelton Our Lady of Dolours

Tuesday: 8:30am Mass
Sts. Fabian & Sebastian

Wednesday: 8:30am Mass
St Agnes

Friday: 8:30am Mass

Next Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 10:30am Reconciliation
4:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10:00am Mass

Samford Sacred Heart

Thursday: 6:00pm Liturgy of the
Word & Holy Communion

Next Weekend:

Sunday: 8:00am Mass

St William's Church Shop

Please note that the shop will not open
after Masses until further notice.

Apologies for any inconvenience.

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday 7.30-8.30pm
St William’s

Family Masses Date Claimer

St William’s Parish Family Masses take
place on the third week of the month
during the school terms for 2026:

Term 1
Sunday, 15th February
Sunday, 15th March

We meet at 8.00am before Mass to
practise. All are welcome!

Please join us for Mass and hospitality
afterwards. If able, bring a plate to
share!

MITCHELTON

SAMFORD

Reconciliation
Saturday, 9:30am -10:30am,

Samford Rosary Circle

The Samford Rosary Circle meets every
Wednesday.

Our Lady of Dolours When: Wednesday at 10am
All Welcome! Where: Sacred Heart Church, Samford.
Come and pray with us.
COMBINED COMMUNITIES
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Thank Yow

Another Christmas season has come and gone, with so much joy at the many
gatherings across our worshipping centres.

We have a busy and diverse community, and none of our celebrations can

take place without the help of a team of wonderful people. Thank you to all

who contributed to our celebrations—whether in liturgy, music, welcome, or
the many other aspects that made it all so special.

FUTURE CELEBRATIONS

Sunday, 1:30pm, Verse for Vinnies,
25th Jan: Mary MacKillop Centre

Sunday, 9:00am, Commissioning
1st Feb Mass for School and RI
staff, St William’s Church

Friday, 9:00am Our Lady of Dolours
6th Feb: School Start of Year Mass
Our Lady of Dolours Church

Thursday, 9:00am, St William’s School
12th Feb: Start of Year Mass
St William’s Church

Sunday, 9:00am, Family Mass
15th Feb St William’s Church

The 2026 Parish Calendar is
available from the Parish Office.

Please contact the Parish Office
ph,3355 3690 if you would like a copy.

Fr Huong’s Placement of Ashes

Date: Sunday, 18th January

Time: 9.00am Mass followed by

Fr Huong's Placement of Ashes
Location: St William’s Church, Grovely

This Week’s Readings:
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34

Next Week’s Readings:
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 8:23 - 9:3
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Matthew 4:12-17

After-service gathering will . 6
be held under the sails, LR
please bring a plate to

share.
EVERGREENS

The Evergreens are having a cuppa
after 9.00am Mass on Sunday,
25th January at St William’s. We hope to
see you there!

More info: John & Joan 0455 503 713 or
jobrod@bigpond.net.au

Teachers & Catechists
Commissioning Mass

Date: Sunday, 1st February
Time: 9.00am
Place: St William’s Church

Welcome back to our teachers who
are starting back at school over the
coming weeks. We wish them a
wonderful year and a great Term 1!

Welcome back to our Catechists who
will start their journey with the state
school children in their charge.
Our Dblessings and prayers go
with you.

This Mass will be followed
by a morning tea. Please
bring a plate to share.

RI Teachers needed!
Is it on your heart to teach the awesome
love of God to children? RI Teachers are
needed to teach the children of our local
State Schools about the Lord.
All training and lesson planning is
provided.

Please email Dorothy at
dorothydent173@gmail.com
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\, | Faithful Departed

2 FAITH MATTERS - GSM ‘o

Recently Departed: Dorothy Marsh,
John Kuhnert, Marian Jenatsch, and Bob
Malcolm

Anniversary: Renton Frape, lan Joseph
McLean, Noel Power, Maureen McLean,
and Patricia Franklin

E@ We pray for the Sick

We pray for: Jane Fraser, Kathy
Malcolm, Lachlan Fitzsimmon, John
Tierney, Bernadette Tierney, Anne
McKenna, and Tony Hooper

Please note All requests to have a Mass offered for
someone, or newsletter requests for the name of
recently deceased family members, prayers for the
sick and anniversaries, need to be given to the
Parish Office in writing. Forms and Mass request
envelopes are available from the sacristy at all three
churches, or from the Parish Office. Completed
forms/envelopes can be given to the priest or
handed in at the office.

The 2026 Church’s Liturgical Year commenced on 30th November 2025 with the
first Sunday of Advent. Currently we are at the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time —
18th January, 2026). The next three months are just so important in our growth as
Christians. Here is an outline of the Liturgical Year up till Easter. We hope you find
this useful as you move through this period.

From now (18th January) to Lent. We move from today to the Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — 15th February. Easter is a bit later this year.

From Lent to Easter Sunday — The Resurrection of the Lord. This comprises
two periods of time — Lent and the Triduum.

Lent Ash Wednesday — 18th February. There are six Sundays of Lent, with the
sixth one being Palm Sunday — 5th April. Holy Week commences on this day.

The Triduum This is the period from Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday.

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper — 9th April. Friday of the Passion of the Lord —
10th April, Easter Vigil of the Resurrection of the Lord — 11th April, the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ — 12th April.

Pat Condon
Faith Matters

COMBINED COMMUNITIES

We invite all past staff, students, and families The Celebration Will Include:
of Our Lady of Dolours School to join us for a
special celebration marking 75 Years of Living,
Loving, and Leaming in Christ:

Friday, 6th February 2026

9:00 am Mass at Our Lady of Dolours Church
followed by a celebration at the school

Bring along your memorabilia and
old photos and please pass on
details of this celebration to

your contacts.

RSVP by telephone or email (below) by Monday, 19th January 2026

Qur Lady of Dolours School
2 Willoocks Street
Mitchefton Qid 4053

Tel: 07 3355-7763
Emai: pmitchefton@bne.catholic.edu.au
www.ouriadyofdolours.gjd.edu.au

(ebrating
75 Years

Let Us Live, Love and Loarn in Christ

+ Tour of the School

+ Moming Tea

+ Past Photos Presentation

+ Opportunities to Share Memories
+ School Choir Performance

+ Student Artwork Display

Faith Vibes with Fr. Nigel

You’re Invited!

Are you a youth or young adult (15-25) curious about the
Christian faith, or thinking about becoming Catholic? Join us for
an engaging study series where we explore what it means to
follow Christ and live as a Catholic today. This is a welcoming
space for questions, discussion, and discovering the beauty of
faith together. Whether you're seeking answers, deepening your
understanding, or discerning the next step in your journey,
you’re most welcome!

When: 4.30-5.30pm, Mondays \\
from 9th February ¥

Where: Daley Centre,
St William’s, 67 Dawson Parade, Keperra

Come and see —
your journey starts here!

Sacramental News

Are your children in Year 3 or above and need to receive their
Sacrament of Confirmation? Check out our website for full
details and enrolments at https://gsmparishes.com.au/
confirmation/

Our Confirmation program commences early March 2026.

With a heart of gladness we welcome you and your family!

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January

For prayer with the Word of God: Let us pray that praying
with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source
of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more
fraternal and missionary Church.
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GSM Parishes 19th January—24th January

Wednesday

10:00am Sacred Heart

Samford Rosary Circle

CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE
COMMISSION INVITES YOU TO

Brisbane launch of the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference 2026 Social Justice Statement. Launched by
Archbishop Shane Mackinlay with a reflection from Trish
McMahon, State President for St Vincent de Paul Society.

GOLD COIN

DONATION

for Vinnies

THE COST OF OUR LIVING: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

10 FEB | 7PM

your seat or
- connection
through this
v link.

: E Register

(Ve

ST JAMES PARISH HALL

92 Kirkland Avenue Coorparoo (Off-street parking available)

Hosted by the St James Catholic Parish Social Justice Group
and the Brisbane Catholic Justice and Peace Commission

Verse for Vinnies
25th January

It was twenty-fifteen when this Pete was
last seen

to perform at our poetry show.

He’s won heaps of awards so you can be
assured

there’ll be value you'll get for your dough.
Entertainment he’s done for in Tamworth
he’s won

Golden Dampers three times okey-doke.
Now he can be a clown and his verse is
renowned

There in Woodford he wowed all the folk.
It's from Gosford he’ll come and I'll give
you the drum

just how lucky we are to get Pete,

and we hope you will go to this bush
poet’s show

for it's there that this champion you’ll
meet.

And the fifteen bucks fee goes to Vinnies,
you see

so you're helping those people in strife.
So now please come along, join the Bush
Poets' throng,

and assist those who struggle with life.

Sunday, 25th January, 1.30pm
$15 - Only Cash.

St. William’s School Hall,
Dawson Parade, Grovely.

Your ticket includes Afternoon Tea.

Contact: Noel at noel@noelstallard.com
to book seats.

Use the link above to tune
https://tripleygrovely.au

in for Meditation, Scripture,
Mass over the airways,
music that matters, and more!
Follow us on FB and Insta!

A Vocation View
Isaiah's vocation was to be a light to
the nations. Nations and neighbour-
hoods need missionaries - lay, clergy,
and religious. Listen to the call!

Follow us on

@00

W LAUDATO SI’ i@

Religions across the world anguish about
the relationship of prayer to the earth and
all its inhabitants. “The Sacraments are a
privileged way in which nature is taken up
by God to become a means of mediating
supernatural life. The hand that blesses is
an instrument of God's love and a
reflection of the closeness of Jesus
Christ, who came to accompany us on the
journey of life. Water poured over the
body of a child in Baptism is a sign of new
life. Encountering God does not mean
fleeing from this world or turning our back
on nature.” (see Laudato Si’ 235 (https://
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524 enciclica-laudato-
si.html). Pope Leo is revisiting and
revitalising learnings from Vat Il starting
with, “In our time” (Nostra Aetate).
In OUR time, as in that of St Paul, “our
divisions (between each other, nations,
and our kin, the animals and plants of
God’'s Creation) betray God’s gifts” (see
Tom Elich’s, Break Open the Word p.31).
Timothy A. Middleton writes to this with
his new free book, Witnessing a
Wounded World: A  Theology of
Ecological Trauma (download at:

https://Isri.campion.ox.ac.uk/node/1930)

Called by Name and Sent

The 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
shows us how God calls people for a
purpose. We hear about a servant in
Isaiah, a faithful person who listens and
obeys. We also hear how John the
Baptist points to Jesus and calls him the
Lamb of God. Each person has a part in
God’s plan.

In the Gospel, John the Baptist sees the
Spirit come down on Jesus. He tells
everyone that Jesus is the Son of God.
This moment shows us who Jesus is and
why he came. God chose him, and now
he is ready to bring light and life to others.

Paul also reminds the people in Corinth
that they are holy and called. This
message is for us too. We belong to God.
He calls us to live in peace and to follow
Jesus.

-19 MARCH
ND RETREAT
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