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The Gospel brings to mind the impermanence and fragility of what we can
tend to think will last forever—Our childhood homes; Brisbane’s Cloudland
in the early 80s; even Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris (though thankfully
since rebuilt - it was all but destroyed by fire in 2019). That was the way of
the temple, which in 70AD was destroyed by the Romans. All that fine
stonework’ demolished. What an unimaginable devastation it must have
been to the people, to lose that which was so central to their daily life and
collective identity.

Added to the theme of impermanence and loss is the sense of uncertainty
of the return of Jesus - when will it all happen? A question a child might
ask on a long car journey: are we there yet? Soon. Not yet. Not long.
We find waiting so hard. Brendan Byrne describes how 'elastic' the time of
Jesus’ return has become. Jesus who is the new ‘temple’.

Jesus gives voice to apocalyptic images of battles and natural disasters.
It seems extreme, yet we know in this last century how frequently we’ve
seen wars and natural disasters destroy peace and stability. They are
terrifying, unwanted experiences, yet they also present opportunities in the
aftermath for communities to come together to focus on restoration,
recovery, and renewal.

Jesus also envisages the disciples experiencing immense personal
suffering, persecution, and imprisonment. And, while this life involves
hardship the disciples would surely rather avoid, this is their opportunity,
says Jesus "to bear witness". Despite facing persecution, discrimination,
and even hatred, they will be cared for by God and they will endure.

St Paul, who knew so much about endurance and ‘running the race’, is
writing to the Thessalonians about the importance of working for their
keep. To work diligently, quietly, and earn what they receive. In this
Christian way of living, there can be no complacency or laziness.

Work, effort, sacrifice, heartache, suffering, even being despised by
others ... It doesn't paint Christianity as the most appealing or easy life
choice, yet the reading from the prophet Malachi reminds us that for the
faithful, "the sun of righteousness will rise”. For those who follow Jesus,
this is the hope that makes the hard stuff bearable.

Ultimately, if we reflect on the psalm, we see that there is joy mingled
amongst it all—joy amongst the people and the whole vast expanse of
creation before God, who is present now and yet to come.

Clare Locke
St William’s

We, the parishioners of the Catholic Parishes of Grovely-Samford and Mitchelton,
acknowledge the Turrbal People who are the Traditional Custodians of this land.
We pay respect to the Elders past, present, and emerging, and extend that respect to other
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People present.
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LITURGY TIMES

GROVELY

17th November—23rd November
Grovely St William’s

Monday: 9:00am Mass
Cancelled

12:00pm Funeral Mass
Ailsa (Jean) Byrnes

Wednesday: 7:30pm Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

Thursday: 9:00am Mass

Next Weekend Masses:

Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:00am Mass
9:00am Mass

11:00am First
Reconciliation
Sacramental Program

5:00pm Mass

Mitchelton Our Lady of Dolours

Tuesday: 8:30am Mass
St Elizabeth of Hungary

Wednesday: 8:30am Mass
Dedication of the Basilicas
of St Peter & Paul

Friday: 8:30am Mass
Cancelled

Next Weekend Masses:

Saturday: 10:30am Adoration and
Reconciliation
Cancelled

4:00pm Vigil Mass

Samford Sacred Heart

Thursday: 6:00pm Liturgy of the
Word & Holy Communion

Friday: 9:30am St Andrew’s
School Year 5 Mass

Next Weekend Masses:

Sunday: 8:00am Mass

Monday Mass Change

Please note that the 9.00am Monday
Mass at St Willam’s is cancelled until
further notice.

Anointing & Communion Service
Monday, 17th November, 10.30am
Regis Aged Care, Ferny Grove

Residents and family are most welcome.

Mothers Prayers

We invite you to delight in the vocation
of motherhood as we pray in surrender
to the Lord. We have you, your children,
and grandchildren covered in prayer.

When: Wednesday at 9.30am;

Thursday at 3.30pm @
Where: Daley Centre

Faith Circle
Faith Circle meets every Monday at
9.30am in the Daley Centre. We meet to
share friendship over a cup of coffee
and discussion of Sunday's Gospel.

Baptism
We joyfully announce the Baptism of
Evana Louise Hernandez Pommer, and
warmly welcome her into our faith com-
munity!

Christian Meditation Group
All are welcome to join us every
Tuesday, 7.00pm in St William’s Church.
Enquires to Bob on 0428 813 483

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
Wednesday
7.30-8.30pm

MITCHELTON

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament & Reconciliation
is cancelled for Saturday,
22nd November.

Adoration and Reconciliation
will be held on the second
Saturday of the month,
commencing 13th December.

Mass Change

The 8.30am Mass on Friday, 21st
November, has been cancelled.

Family Rosary -
This week: Margaret O’Shea ﬂ
Next week: Ann & Edmond ‘ ®
O’Donovan A\

SAMFORD

Bring a Plate

Every fourth Sunday of the month the
Sacred Heart Church community enjoys
having a morning tea after the 8.00am
Mass. Please join us on Sunday, 23rd
November after the 8.00am Mass and, if
you can, bring a plate to share.

Samford Rosary Circle

The Samford Rosary Circle meets
weekly
When: Wednesday at 10.00am ™=,
Where: For the month of ) <ol
November Columbarium at
Sacred Heart

Come and pray with us.

https://tripleygrovely.au
Follow us on FB and Insta!

Baptism

We joyfully announce the Baptism of
Allegra Gianna Solene Hanson

and warmly welcome her into F&‘

our faith community!

School Mass

St Andrew’s School will celebrate Mass
with its Year 5 students at Sacred Heart
Church on Friday, 21st November at
9.30am. All are welcome.

COMBINED COMMUNITIES

This Week’s Readings:
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Malachi 3:19-20
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Luke 21: 5-19

Next Week’s Readings:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe

2 Samuel 5:1-3
Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23:35-43

2025 Parish Christmas Hamper Appeal
This year's Christmas Hamper Appeal will be held at all Masses this

weekend - 15th-16th November.

Hampers of all sizes are needed, as well as individual items. Cash
donations are also appreciated, as these will be used to make up extra

hampers.

If you can’t attend Mass on Hamper weekend but wish to participate in

the Appeal, please contact:

Brendan (Grovely/Samford) 0431 919 400 bmcarlin@tpg.com.au
Marianne (Samford) 0414 891 019 mlucas@bne.catholic.edu.au

Mary (Mitchelton) 0401 283 571

mmurp@bigpond.com

Thank you for your continued support! The Hamper Team.
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COMBINED COMMUNITIES’ NEWS

Faithful Departed

LY J LG

<> FAITH MATTERS - GSM <>

Recently Departed: Fr Van Huong
Nguyen, Barry Thomas McPhee, Ailsa
(Jean) Byrnes, and Bryan Carlin

E@ We pray for the Sick

We pray for: Jane Fraser, Kathy
Malcolm, Bob Malcolm, Gloria Roughan,
Richard Lee, Mark Ballam, and Lachlan
Fitzsimmon

Please note All requests to have a Mass
offered for someone, or newsletter requests for
the name of recently deceased family members,
prayers for the sick and anniversaries, need to
be given to the Parish Office in writing. Forms
and Mass request envelopes are available from
the sacristy at all three churches, or from the
Parish Office. Completed forms/envelopes can
be given to the priest or handed in at the office.

EVERGREENS
Christmas Lunch—Thursday 11th De-
cember. Payment must be made on or

before 30th November at our monthly
cuppa in the Daley Centre.
Men’s cuppa at Arana Leagues Club—
Friday 29th November.
John & Joan Broderick 0455503713
email jobrod@bigpond.net.au

www.faith-matters-gsm.com.au

Today is the 23™ Sunday in Ordinary Time while next Sunday is the feast of
Christ the King. This brings the 2025 Liturgical Year to an end; the 2026 one
starts on 30th November with the first of four weeks of Advent, then Christmas.

The Church’s Liturgical Year is an excellent way to follow Christ during the year.
His birth, teachings during His three years of mission, passion, death, and resurrec-
tion are the key times in His life when He modelled to us the way of following Him
during our life on earth.

After the major times in His life have been celebrated, much of the second half of the
Liturgical year is taken up with His teachings, as contained in the four Gospels.
These Sundays are referred to as ‘Ordinary Time’ and, while a few occur early in the
year, most occur in the second half of the year. How many Sundays of Ordinary Time
are in any given year depends on when Easter occurs that year.

The three Gospels mainly used in Ordinary Time come from Matthew, Mark, and
Luke, although on a number of occasions the reading is taken from John. His Gospel
is quite different from the other three Gospels which, because they are in a narrative
style, are referred to as ‘The Synoptic Gospels’. The three Gospels are used in rota-
tion from year to year and are referred to as Year A, Year B, and Year C. The Gospel
readings for this year are taken from Luke, Year C. Next year they will be from Mat-
thew, Year A, and this will begin in two weeks’ time in Advent.

Hopefully the above is a help to those parishioners who are unaware of such details.
Next year Faith Matters will provide an overview of the details of the new Church
Liturgical Year.

Advent is just two weeks away. For those who may be interested in the Advent
booklet, there are still copies in the St. Vincent de Paul shop in the Grovely church.
It is called In Holy Stillness, and seems to be quite popular. Its price of $5 has not
changed in many years. It may be wise to get one soon in case they run out.

Pat Condon

Sacramental News

Thank you to all of our Sacramental
families who attended the workshop day,
it was beautiful to see Mass so full!

The service for
First Reconciliation is
Sunday, 23rd November at 11.00am
at St William’s.

Thank you to our community who are
praying for our children journeying
towards First Reconciliation.

A Vocation View

Patient endurance will see you through
to the end. God will give you the wisdom
and the words to speak. Don'’t let any-
thing hold you back from a wholehearted
“yes”. (Luke 21:5-19)

EGERE Follow us on socials
; "’-";-‘f',"g @vocationbrisbane

@00

aiki
2Bt

RI Teachers needed!
Is it on your heart to teach the awesome
love of God to children? RI Teachers are
needed to teach the children of our local
State  Schools about the Lord.
All training and lesson planning is
provided.

Please email Dorothy at
dorothydent173@gmail.com

Verse for Vinnies

Verse for Vinnies’ next show
sees a bloke you don’t know,
as he hasn’t performed here before.
Tony Casewell’s his name,
loves the poetry game,

__Jcentacare

Care is our calling.

Answer the Call to Mercy and

. . . . Compassion
his recitals will hold you in awe.
Before coming to verse Do you have a heart for those on the

margins?

We are seeking one or two Kkind,
empathic women of deep faith to serve
as Pastoral Visitors to join Centacare’s
teams of chaplains at a women’s
correctional centre.

Pastoral Visitors offer friendship, hope,
and spiritual support to incarcerated
women through weekly visits — being a
living sign of God’s love and mercy.

Training, mentoring,
support are provided.

Tony’s been a psych nurse,
and has mastered the gift of the gab.
He’s a down-to-earth bloke
and can tell a good joke,
and you'll find his performance is fab.
And this time Noel’s relying
on old Father O’Brien,
to support Tony up on the stage.
There’ll be laughs, there’ll be fun,
and we’d love you to come,
as this show’s sure to be all the rage.
And the dough, from this show,
will all go, as you know,
so that battlers get Christmas. Ho-Ho.

Sunday, 30th November 1.30pm
Cost $15 @ Mary MacKillop Centre
Book using noel@noelstallard.com

and ongoing

If you feel called to accompany women in
their journey of faith, healing, and
transformation, we would love to hear
from you.

“I was in prison and you visited me...” —
Matthew 25:36

For more information or to express
interest, please contact:

Cost: $15, pay cash only at the
door. Your ticket includes
Afternoon Tea.

Centacare Pastoral Ministries: Email:

judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au;

Bible Quiz phone 3324 3193
Last Week’s Question: Who
watched as Moses floated in - 22 A
the basket? oJ

S

Answer: His sister, Miriam. \Ij
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COMBINED COMMUNITIES’ NEWS ‘

GSM Parishes 17th November—23rd November

Monday 9:00am Daley Centre SVDP - Grovely
9:30am Daley Centre Fath Circle
10:30am Regis Aged Care Anointing Mass
6:00pm St Stephen’s Cathedral Mt Maria College Graduation
Mass
7:00pm Daley Centre RCIA
Tuesday 9:30am Daley Centre Playgroup
9:30am St William’s Atrium Atrium
12:30pm  Gathering Space Treble M
7:00pm St William’s Church Christian Meditation
Wednesday 10:00am  Columbarium, Samford Samford Rosary Circle
11:00am Daley Centre Evergreens Exercise
Thursday 3:20pm St William’s Atrium Atrium
Thursday 3:30pm Daley Centre Mothers Prayers
Saturday 1:00pm St William’s Atrium Saturday Crafternoon

Treble M, a Mitchelton community-
based choir, needs new members. Our
treble voice (SSA) choir meets weekly
on a Tuesday between 12.30pm and
2.00pm at Our Lady of Dolours
Community Centre. Phone Christine on
0431 666 712 or Judy 0408 559 328.

Pope’s Prayer Intentions: November
For the prevention of suicide
Let us pray that those who are
struggling with suicidal thoughts might
find the support, care, and love they
need in their community, and be open to
the beauty of life.

Saturday Crafternoon Invitation

Feeling creative? We'd love to welcome
you and your craft contributions for this
year's Timor Leste Companions stall at
Mt Maria’s Christmas Market and Movie

Night.
When: Saturdays, 1.00-3.00pm
Where: Gathering room  behind

St William’s Atrium, Lower Daley Centre
We  appreciate your  continued

generosity and support for our
fundralsmg efforts

&‘g

or Leste
COMPANIONS

The Catholic Communities of
Grovely, Mitchelton & Samford

ST VINCENT'S
CARE SERVICES

St Vincent’'s Care Services in Mitchelton
are looking for experienced and energet-
ic Pastoral Care Volunteers to help set
up for Sunday Mass and distribute Holy
Communion to bedbound residents.
Please email:
svcs.volunteers@svha.org.au for more
information and to begin your applica-
tion.

Share your gifts with those who have
worked hard for our Church and commu-
nity!

@ LAUDATO SI’ S%@

Malachi, some four centuries BCE,
issues dire environmental warnings
linking human behaviours with a
theological, prophetic perspective
(Malachi 3:19-20). The Pauline and
Lucan readings also call for hope with
realism but warn perseverance and
resilience will not come without criticism,
even persecution.

COP30 radically embraces dialogue
linking human behaviour and culture and
religious and ethical thought as it bears
on industry, agriculture, and political
struggle (https://cop30.br/en/news-about
-cop30/religious-leaders-gathered-to-
discuss-their-relationship-with-the-
environment-and-climate-change).

As one example, the IEF (International
Environment Forum) sees its role as
contributing to public discourse “in light
of Baha'i principles and teachings”
https://iefworld.org/aboutief.htm).
Catholic groups have taken heart in
Pope Leo’s support (https://
www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/
messages/pont-messages/2025/
documents/20251107-messaggio-
cop30.html). He quotes Pope John Paul
Il: “states must increasingly share
responsibility, in complementary ways,
for the promotion of a natural and social
environment that is both peaceful and
healthy”.

The Laudato Si’ Movement has a
special Year of Hope project for
committing to action: https://
raisinghope.earth/action/

The President of Finland also

encourages, “pessimists will never solve
the climate crisis, optimists and realists
will”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SWHTLw71u2l|&t=4s. The city ‘Belém’
means ‘Bethlehem’ in Portuguese and
that means ‘house of bread’ in Hebrew —
this is ‘our common home’.

https://
laudatosibrisbanechapter.weebly.com/

CHRISTMAS
* MARKET & MOVIE
NIGHT

Food * Music *Games * Gifts

MARKETS 4-8PM FREE MOVIE 7.00PM

Judgment, Warning, and Hope

The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C calls us to reflect on our actions and the end
times. The readings remind us of the importance of staying faithful and diligent.

¢ Judgment Day: Malachi speaks of a fierce day when the arrogant and wicked
will be punished. This day will bring justice and healing for those who

honour God.

e Hard Work: In 2 Thessalonians, Paul emphasises the value of hard work.
He warns against idleness and encourages everyone to earn their keep.

e Future Trials: Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and describes
future hardships. He speaks of wars, disasters, and persecution that followers

will face.

e Faithfulness in Persecution: Jesus promises to give wisdom to those who
are persecuted for their faith. He assures them that they will be preserved if

they endure these trials.

¢ Endurance: Endurance is highlighted in the Gospel as necessary for salvation.
Those who stand firm in their faith will be saved.

The readings for the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C encourage us to remain
faithful and diligent in our work and faith. They remind us that, despite the trials we

face, God’s justice and healing will prevail.
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